Application/Control Number: 09/762,274 
Art Unit: 1731 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the - 
changes and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be 
filed as provided by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an 
amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

The application has been amended as follows: -Maintaining a plug-free 
system during a silica soot creation process.- 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Grant & Hackh's is cited to provide a known definition for 
"alkoxide". Namely, -an organic compound in which the H of the hydroxyl group 
is replaced by a metal, as in alcoholates- And to further show that silicon is a << 
nonmetallic element. ..." 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to John Hoffmann whose telephone number is 
703-308-0469. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through 
Friday, 7:00- 3:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Steve Griffin can be reached on 703-308-1164. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 



Application/Control Number: 09/762,2 
Art Unit: 1731 



Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application 
or proceeding shoWd be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number* is 




